sixth&

Welcoming the Stranger: Jewish Values, Immigration, & Refugees

Rabbi Jesse Paikin e rabbijesse@sixthandi.org ¢ @jessepaikin

STUDY MATERIALS

L. Helpful Definitions

II. Before We Begin: Warnings & Caveats

III.  What’s This All About? Why Do We Care?
IV.  Who is a Ger Toshav / Ger Tzedek?

V. Just How Different Are “They” from “Us”?
VI.  General & Specific Obligations

VII.  Are There Limits?

VIII. Closing Thoughts

L Helpful Definitions

Ger 13 Stranger / Alien / Foreigner / Migrant
Ger Toshav 2vn 73 Resident Alien / Immigrant

Ger Tzedek P7% 7% Righteous convert

Nokhri "31  Non-Jew

Oved Kochavim 0°200 T2y Idolater (“star worshipper”)

Ezrakh mR | Citizen

Yisrael o Israelite / Jew

Achichah iR Your Brother (i.e. someone of your kind)
Ben / B’nei Brit nM2a32  Son/ Children of the Covenant

According to the rabbinic tradition, laws that are
binding for all of humanity:
1. Establish courts of justice
Don’t curse the name of God
Don’t worship idols
. Don’t commit adultery
. Don’t commit murder
. Don’t steal
. Don’t eat flesh from a living animal
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II.  Before We Begin: Warnings & Caveats

1. A Warning /Caveat before applying “Jewish values” to Contemporary Situations
Justice, Politics, and the Risks of Religious Rhetoric, Rabbi Josh Yuter

When Judaism is invoked to support policy, the implication is that God desires or demands a certain
course of action. It suggests that those who disagree are, to put it bluntly, bad Jews. But civil
legislation is not written directly out of Jewish texts, which means that details essential to the holistic
system of halakhah (Jewish law) will inevitably be excluded.

To claim or imply that such a policy authentically represents Judaism is to disregard the parts of the
Torah which one finds inconvenient or anachronistic, thus creating a misrepresentation of the Torah
itself. While these sources may not make for good modern policy, [we] cannot pretend they do not
exist.

I am not suggesting here that religious leaders cannot or should not advocate for what they think is
best, nor that people cannot be inspired by the religious texts of their choosing. However, there is a
significant difference between using canonical texts and interpretations to influence one’s opinion and
claiming that one’s opinion is synonymous with the canon.

2. What Happens When pro-Trump Christians Weaponize the Bible
James Martin, Ha 'aretz - May 18, 2018

The key to an intelligent use of the Bible for believers is, first, to read the Scriptures with an
appreciation for the historical context in which they were written. And, second, to have an
appreciation for the overall themes and values consistently repeated in the Bible.

And what are these themes? Among them: God loves each of us, desires the well-being of each
person, and asks us to care for the poor, the sick, and the stranger. A few of the overarching values of
the Bible are faith, love, mercy, compassion, forgiveness and care for the poor and marginalized.

Any use of the Bible that does not incorporate these themes should be suspect, as is any obvious
"cherry picking" of Bible verses that does not take into account those values.




3. There Is Nothing Jewish About Protecting Refugees
Anshel Pfeffer, Ha 'aretz - July 5, 2018

Every Jewish denomination picks and chooses from tradition, according to their political needs:
Deport, absorb, protest, stay quiet. On one of the great defining issues of Western politics today,
there’s simply no one true Jewish take...

The differences are theological, ideological and political. Progressive rabbis will repeatedly remind us
that the Torah exhorts us to welcome and love the ger - the stranger living among us, 36 times, more
than any other commandment. But even they will admit that this is a new reading of the Torah. The
standard translation of ger has always been a person who has chosen to live beside the Jewish people
and abide by the Torah’s commandments. Not just any random stranger...

Just as the progressive rabbis are simply clothing their western liberal values in biblical or Talmudic
quotations, so are the Orthodox ideologies modern concepts. There is of course no such thing as
authentic Judaism...

There is no true Jewish attitude to immigration, one of the greatest defining issues of Western politics
in our age. There are competing visions of what it means to be a Jew today and where we stand on
refugee rights is intrinsically related to how we see our Judaism and humanity.

III.  What’s This all About? Why do we Care?

1. Mishnah Pesachim 10:5 (2" C. CE Jewish Legal Text, section of Laws on Passover, Land of Israel)
In every generation, a person is obligated to see themselves as though they came forth from Egypt.
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2. Maimonides Laws of Leavened Bread and Matzah 7:6 (12" C., Spain & North Africa)

In every generation, a person is obligated to show themself as though they came forth from Egypt.
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3. R’ Joseph Soloveitchik, Festival of Freedom: Essays on Pesach & the Haggadah (20" C., USA)

The standard text reads, “In each generation, one is duty-bound, lirot et atzmo, to consider himself, as
if he had been delivered from Egypt bondage.” Instead of the reflexive verb lirot et atzmo, signifying

an inner experience, Maimonides substitutes the verb, [ ’harot et atzmo, to demonstrate, to behave in a
manner manifesting the experience of finding liberty after having been enslaved for a long time.

4. Genesis 15:13

For your offspring will be strangers (ger) in a land that is not theirs, and they will be enslaved and
oppressed...
DNIX 1YY D172 077 R? PIN2 YT 00 000D

5. Deuteronomy 27:19

Cursed be the one who subverts the rights of the stranger (ger), the orphan, and the widow. And all
the people shall say: “Amen.”
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6. Babylonian Talmud Bava Metzia 59b (Civil, tort, and property law)

One who verbally mistreats the ger violates three prohibitions, and one who oppresses them in other
ways violates two...

It is taught that Rabbi Eliezer the Great says: “For what reason did the Torah issue warnings in thirty-
six places, and some say in forty-six places, with regard to causing any distress to a convert? It is due
to the fact that a convert’s inclination is evil, i.e., he is prone to return to his previous way of living.”

What is the meaning of that which is written: “And you shall not mistreat a ger nor oppress him,
because you were strangers in the land of Egypt” (Exodus 22:20)? Rabbi Natan says: A defect that is
in you, do not mention it in another. Since the Jewish people were themselves strangers, they are not
in a position to demean a ger just because they are a stranger in their midst.
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7. Rashbam on Exodus 22:20 (Commentator on Torah, 12" Century, France)

Due to your personal experience of such a status, you, better than anyone else, know that seeing that
the oppression of strangers is a great wrong, the punishment for violating such a commandment is
equally harsh.
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8. Ibn Ezra on Exodus 22:20 (Commentator on Torah, 12" Century, Spain)

And a stranger — once the stranger accepts not to worship idolatry, you cannot oppress them in your
country/land, because you are more powerful than them. And remember! You were strangers like
them. And the same way that the text reminds you that the stranger does not have power, so too the
widow and the orphans, who are Israelites, have no power.
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9. Leviticus Rabbah 27:5 (Midrash/Interpretation on Torah, 5"-7" Century, Land of Israel)

Always “God seeks that which is pursued” (Ecclesiastes 3:15):

The Holy One demands satisfaction for the blood of the pursued at the hands of the pursuers:
Abel was pursued by Cain and the Holy One chose Abel...

Noah was pursued by his generation, and the Holy one chose Noah.
Abraham was pursued by Nimrod, and the Holy One chose Abraham.
Isaac was pursued by the Philistines, and the Holy One chose Isaac.
Jacob was pursued by Esau, and the Holy One chose Jacob.

Joseph was pursued by his brothers, the Holy One chose Joseph.
Moses was pursued by Pharoah, and the Holy One chose Moses.
David was pursued by Saul, and the Holy One chose David.

Saul was pursued by the Philistines, and the Holy One chose Saul.
Israel are pursued by the nations, and the Holy One chose Israel.

In the case of the sacrifices, it is also like this:
The Holy Blessed One said: ‘The Ox is pursued by the lion, the goat is pursued by the leopard, the
lamb by the wolf; do not offer unto Me from those that pursue but from those that are pursued.’




IV. Who is a Ger Toshav | Ger Tzedek?

1. Babylonian Talmud Avodah Zarah 64b (Laws pertaining to Jews living amidst non-Jews and idolatry)

Who is a ger toshav? It is anyone who — in front of three people devoted to the meticulous observance
of Jewish law — has accepted upon themself to not worship idols.

The Sages say: Anyone who has accepted upon themself observance of the seven commandments that
the descendants of Noah accepted upon themselves is a ger toshav.

Others say: These have not entered the category of ger toshav. Rather, who is a ger toshav? This is a
convert who eats unslaughtered animal carcasses (which are not kosher) but who has accepted upon

themself to observe all of the commandments that are stated in the Torah, except for the prohibition

against eating unslaughtered carcasses.
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2. Babylonian Talmud Bava Metzia 111b (Civil, tort, and property law)

The verse states: “You shall not oppress a hired labourer who is poor and needy, whether they are
from your brothers (i.e. a fellow countryman), or a stranger (ger) in one of the communities of your
land.” (Deuteronomy 24:14)

This is interpreted as follows: The term “from your brothers” serves to exclude others, i.e., non-Jews,
who are not your brothers. As for the term “stranger,” this is referring to a righteous convert (ger
tzedek).

The term “within your gates,” refers to a ger foshav who lives in the Land of Israel and eats
unslaughtered animal carcasses.
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V.  Just how different are “they” from “us”?

1. Jerusalem Talmud Yevamot 8:1 (Laws about widowhood and conversion to Judaism)
A ger toshav is like a non-Jew for all purposes.
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2. Leviticus 24:22
You shall have one standard for stranger and citizen alike: for I Adonai am your (plural) God.
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3. Numbers 15:15-16

There shall be one law for you and for the resident alien; it shall be a law for all time throughout the
ages. You and the stranger shall be alike before Adonai. The same ritual (Torah) and the same rules
(system of justice) shall apply to you and to the resident alien among you.
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4. Deuteronomy 29:9-12

You stand this day, all of you, before Adonai your God — your tribal heads, your elders and your
officials, all the men of Israel, your children, your wives, even the stranger within your camp, from
woodchopper to water drawer — to enter into the covenant of Adonai your God, which Adonai your
God is striking with you this day, with its sanctions; to the end that God may establish you this day as
God’s people and be your God, as God promised you and as God swore to your fathers, Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.
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5. Isaiah 56:3, 6-7

Let not the foreigner (nekher) who has attached himself to Adonai, say: “Adonai will keep me apart
from His people”... As for the foreigners (nekher) who attach themselves to Adonai, to serve God,
and to love the name of the Adonai, to be God’s servants — all who keep Shabbat and do not profane
it, and who hold take hold of My covenant — I will bring them to My sacred mountain and let them
rejoice in My house of prayer. Their burnt offerings and sacrifices Shall be welcome on My altar; for
My House shall be called A house of prayer for all peoples.”
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6. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael Mishpatim 18 (135 CE, Israecl & Babylonia)

Beloved are gerim, since by every description that Israel is called, gerim are also called.

Israelites are called servants: “For unto Me the children of Israel are servants.” (Leviticus 25:55) And
gerim are called servants: “to love the name of the Lord and to be servants to God.” (Isaiah 56:6)

Israelites are called ministers: “And you, 'priests of the Lord' shall you be called; 'ministers of our
God' will it be said of you.” (Isaiah 6:6) And gerim are called ministers: “and the gerim who join
Adonai to minister unto God.” (Isaiah 56:6)

Israelites are called lovers: “the seed of Abraham, My lover.” (Isaiah 41:8) And gerim are called
lovers: “And God loves the stranger.” (Deuteronomy 10:18)

Covenant is written of Israel: “And My covenant (i.e., circumcision) shall be in your flesh.” (Genesis
17:13) And it is also written of gerim: “and they hold fast to My covenant." (Isaiah 56:4)

Acceptance is written of Israel: “for acceptance for them before Adonai.” (Exodus 28:38) And
acceptance is written of gerim: “their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices for acceptance upon My
altar.” (Isaiah 56:7)...

Beloved are the gerim (i.e., the proselytes), as evidenced by Abraham’s not being circumcised until
the age of ninety-nine. If he had been circumcised at twenty or thirty, a ger could convert only if he
were younger than thirty. Therefore God delayed commanding Abraham until he was ninety-nine, so
as not to bar the door to future converts.
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7. Sifra Achrei Mot 7:12 (Midrash on Leviticus, 250-350 CE, Isracl & Babylonia)
“Any person”—Could this include a non-Jew? Scripture teaches: “ger.” If a ger, could this include a
ger toshav? Scripture teaches: “citizen”—Just as the citizen is a member of the covenant, so too the

ger is a member of the covenant.
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VI.  What General and Specific Obligations do we Have?

1. Leviticus 19:33-34

When a stranger (ger) resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress them. The stranger (ger)
who resides with you shall be to you like one of your citizens; you shall love them as yourself, for you
were strangers (gerim) in the land of Egypt: I, Adonai, am your God.
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2. Leviticus 25:35

If your brother (or: countryman) is in dire straits (literally: falls low) and comes under your authority
(literally: his hand slips), hold him (literally: strengthen him) as though he were a resident alien (ger), and let
them live by your side.
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3. Deuteronomy 24:17-21

You shall not subvert the rights of the stranger (ger) or the orphan; you shall not pawn a widow’s
clothing.

Remember that you were a slave in Egypt and that Adonai your God redeemed you from there;
therefore do I command you to do this thing.

When you reap the harvest in your field, if you forget a sheaf in the field, do not return to pick it up; it
shall go to the stranger (ger), the orphan, and the widow, in order that Adonai your God may bless
you in all your endeavors (literally: in all the works of your hands).

When you beat down the fruit of your olive trees, do not go over the branches again — that produce
shall go to the stranger (ger), the orphan, and the widow.

When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, do not pick over the vines again — they shall go to the
stranger (ger), the orphan, and the widow.

Always remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore do I command you to do this
thing.
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4. Deuteronomy 26:11-12

You shall enjoy, together with the Levite and the ger in your midst, all the goodness that Adonai your
God has bestowed upon you and your household. When you have set aside, in full, the tenth part of
your yield... and have given it to the Levite, the ger, the orphan, and the widow, that they may eat
their fill in your settlements...
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5. Ezekiel 47:21-23

This land you shall divide for yourselves among the tribes of Israel. You shall allot it as an inheritance
for yourselves and for the resident aliens among you, who have had children among you. You shall
treat them as Israelite citizens; they shall receive allotments along with you, among the tribes of
Israel. You shall give the stranger an allotment within the tribe where they reside, declares Adonai,
God.
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6. Nachmanides - Critique of Maimonides’ Sefer Hamitzvot (13" C., Spain)

We have been commanded to sustain in life the ger foshav, to save them from anything bad that may
happen to them. If they were drowning in a river, or if a building collapsed on them, we must expend
all of our efforts to save them. If they are sick, we must work to heal them. And this is all the more
true with respect to a fellow Jew or a ger tzedek to whom we are obligated in all these matters. These
are matters of saving someone’s life, for which one even pushes off Shabbat.
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8. Babylonian Talmud Sanhedrin 109a (Criminal & Common Law, Court Proceedings, Jurisdiction)

The people of Sodom said: “Since we live in a land from which bread comes and has the dust of gold,
we have everything that we need. Why do we need travelers, as they come only to divest us of our
property? Come, let us cause the proper treatment of travelers to be forgotten from our land”
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9. Maimonides, Guide for the Perplexed, 111 39:6 (Major 12" C. philosophical text)

Mercy is also the object of the law, “You shall not deliver back to their master a servant that has
escaped from their master.” (Deuteronomy 23:15); but it teaches besides a very useful lesson, namely,
that we must always practice this virtue, help and protect those who seek our help, and not deliver
them unto those from whom they flee.

And it is not sufficient to give assistance to those who are in need of our help; we must look after their
interests, be kind to them, and not hurt their feeling by words. Therefore, the Torah says: “They shall
live with you, even among you, in that place which they shall choose in one of your gates, where they
like it best: you shall not oppress them.” (Deuteronomy 23:16)

This we owe to the lowest among people, to the slave; how much more must we do our duty to the
freeborn, when they seek our assistance?

But, on the other hand, when sinners and evildoers seek our help, it must not be granted; no mercy
must be shown to them, and the course of justice must not be interfered with...
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VII. Are There Limits?

1. Deuteronomy 23:4-5

No Ammonite or Moabite shall be admitted into the congregation of Adonai; none of their
descendants, even in the tenth generation, shall ever be admitted into the congregation of Adonai,
because they did not meet you with food and water on your journey after you left Egypt...
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2. Mekhilta de-Rabbi Yishmael Beshalah, Amalek ("135 CE, Israel & Babylonia)

R. Eliezer says: God swears by the Throne of Glory: If someone from the nations of the world comes
to convert, they should be accepted; but Amalek and his household will not be accepted.
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3. R’ Menahem Hameiri, Beit HaBechirah Bava Kama 37b (13th-14th C, Provence)

If a Jew’s ox gores a non-Jew’s oX, the Jew is exempt from paying damages, because of the principle
of “his neighbour” (i.e.: the non-Jew is not legally a “neighbour”) and if a non-Jew’s ox gores the ox
of a Jew... the non-Jew pays full damages, because they have no regard for other people’s
possessions, so we penalize them so that they will not become accustomed to destroy things.

According to what it says in the Talmud, this applies only to nations who are not bounded by the ways
of religion and norms, as it says about them in the Talmud: “God saw that since the descendants of
Noah did not fulfill the seven commandments that they had accepted upon themselves, God permitted
their permitted their possessions to be given to the Jews,” provided they deserve this.

If they do follow the seven commandments, our dealings with them should be as their dealings with
us. We should show ourselves no favors in cases with them. It is thus obvious that the same is true of
nations bound in the ways of religion and norms.
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4. Deuteronomy 23:20-21

You shall not deduct interest from loans to your countrymen, whether in money or food or anything
else that can be deducted as interest; but you may deduct interest from loans to foreigners (nokhri). Do
not deduct interest from loans to your countrymen, in order that Adonai your God may bless you in all
your endeavors (literally: in all the works of your hands).
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5. Babylonian Talmud Bava Batra 21b (Laws of Property Rights)

Rav Huna, son of Rav Yehoshua, says: It is obvious to me that a resident of one town can prevent a
resident of another town from establishing a similar business in the locale of the first individual. But if
they pay the tax of that first town, they cannot prevent them from doing business there, as they too are
considered a resident of the town.
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6. Sifrei Bamidbar 78 (Midrash Commentary on Numbers, 200 CE, Land of Isracl & Babylonia

299

“To the place which Adonai said: ‘I give it to you’” (Numbers 10:29): gerim have no allotment in it.
But how, then, do we justify: “You shall give the stranger an allotment within the tribe where they
reside”? (Ezekiel 47:23)

If this verse cannot be understood as referring to an inheritance, understand it as speaking of
atonement: that if the ger lived among the tribe of Judah, they would be atoned along with the
communal offerings of the tribe of Judah...

Another interpretation: If this verse cannot be understood as referring to an inheritance, understand it
as speaking of burial: that gerim are allotted burial in the Land of Israel.
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7. Exodus 12:43, 48-49

Adonai said to Moses and Aaron: This is the law of the Passover offering: No foreigner (nekher) shall
eat of it... If a resident alien among you would offer the Passover sacrifice to Adonai, all his males
must be circumcised; then he shall be welcomed to offer it; he shall then be as a citizen of the country.
But no uncircumcised person may eat of it. There shall be one law for the citizen and for the stranger
who dwells among you.
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8. Maimonides, Laws of Kings 10:12 (12" C., Spain & North Africa)

When a Jew and an idol worshiper come before us in a court case, if it will be better for the Jew in
their legal system, we decide the case according to their legal system. If it will be better for the Jew in
our legal system, we decide the case according to Torah law and we say, “that is our law.”

But it seems to me that one does not do this with a ger toshav; rather, we always decide the case
according to their laws. And it also seems to me that one should deal with gerei foshav with decency
and kindness just like one would with a Jew, for we are commanded to sustain them in life, as it says:
“Give [an animal that has died a natural death] to the ger who lives in your gates to eat.”
(Deuteronomy 14:21) And when the Sages say that one does not return the greeting of a Gentile, they
meant an idolater, not a ger toshav.
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8b. Deuteronomy 14:21

You shall not eat anything that has died a natural death; give it to the stranger (ger) in
your community to eat, or you may sell it to a foreigner (nokhri). For you are a people
consecrated to Adonai your God. You shall not boil a kid in its mother’s milk.
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9. Malbim on Ezekiel 47:22 (19" C., Russian Biblical commentator)

“There is a (linguistic) difference between a ger b tochachem (a ger amidst you), and a ger it ‘chem (a
ger to you). A ger b’tochachem is one who has already converted. A ger it 'chem is one who will
convert soon. Therefore, there is a condition to receive an inheritance along with the Israelites. It says
“ger b’tochachem” to indicate only if they have already converted. We learn from this - when they
have had children. But with which tribe should they receive an inheritance? With the tribe with whom
they resided most recently, even if they only lived there for a few days. This is why it says “within the
tribe where they reside.”
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10. Sifra Kedoshim 3:8 (Midrash on Leviticus, "250-350 CE, Israel & Babylonia)

If a person comes and says, “I am a ger”, is it possible that we accept him? Scripture teaches: “with
you” —1i.e.: one who is established to you.

If witnesses come, how do we know that you accept the ger? Scripture says: “When a ger lives in
your land.”

From this, we only know that this is true in the land, how do we know that it is true outside of the land
as well? Scripture teaches: “with you,” implying wherever you are. So why did it also say “in your
land”? In the land, the ger must bring proof, outside of the land, the ger does not need to bring proof.

“You shall not oppress them.” This means — don’t say to the ger: “yesterday you were worshipping
idols and now you entered under the shelter of the divine presence?!”

“Like a citizen”—]Just as the citizen accepted upon themself all the words of the Torah, so too the ger
has accepted on themself all the words of the Torah. From this, we learn that a ger who accepted all
the words of the Torah on themself, except for one thing should not be accepted.
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VIII. Closing Thoughts

On the Refugee Crisis by Rabbi Sir Jonathan Sacks (21* C, Former Chief Rabbi of United Kingdom)

You would have to be less than human not to be moved by images of the refugee crisis threatening to
overwhelm Europe: the scenes in Budapest, the 71 bodies found in the abandoned lorry in Austria, the
200 people drowned when their boat capsized off the coast in Libya and, most heartbreaking of all,
the body of three-year-old Aylan Kurdi, lifeless on a Turkish shore: an image that will linger long in
the mind as a symbol of a world gone mad.

This is the greatest humanitarian challenge faced by Europe in decades. Angela Merkel was not wrong
when she said: “If Europe fails on the question of refugees, its close connection with universal civil
rights will be destroyed.”...

...I'used to think that the most important line in the Bible was “Love your neighbour as yourself”.
Then I realised that it is easy to love your neighbour because he or she is usually quite like yourself.
What is hard is to love the stranger, one whose colour, culture or creed is different from yours. That is
why the command, “Love the stranger because you were once strangers”, resonates so often
throughout the Bible. It is summoning us now...
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